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Shown above is the blade of the sword and in photos below, the
handle of the sword and H.G. Beam.

A sword

for the ages

In this Beam branch

BY GEORGE ‘ROB’' BEAM

Many of us hope that we
possess a sword from the
Middle Ages when the Tem
plars foughtin the Crusades.

We are soon disappointed
when we are told that the
ornate sword we possess
couldn't possiblybeau -
thentic as the Templar rule
forbade all ornamentation on
weapons.

Inevitably the sword we
inquire aboutis a fraternal
Knights Templar sword or
“society sword” as they are
called among collectors.

The sword shown was
manufactured by Sisco
Brothers, Baltimore, Md.

The blade of the Templar
sword is particularly ornate
and willoftendepictCru -
sader scenes and lily work.
Virtually every Templar
sword made inthe last cen
tury and a half will carry the
engraved name of its owner.
Here you can see inscribed
‘W. G. Speed'.

ltwas presented to H.G.
(Harry Guthrie) Beam by
William Speed in 1894. My
research found that Harry
was a member of the Acacia
Lodge No. 155 in Thurmont,
Md., and later a member of
the Tyrian Lodge No. 205in
Emmitsburg, Md. Geograph
ically, these two towns are
only a few miles apart.

However, Mr. Speed was
amember and past Master
of Landmark Lodge No. 127,
Baltimore. Accordingto Ma
sonic Lodge records, William
was the Tyler of Mr. Beam’s
lodge (in charge of guarding
the outer door of the Lodge

andisamostalwaysa mem-

ber of a different Lodge).

Whatwe don'tknow is
why William gave this sword
to Harry. | don't recall know -
ing that the sword existed
until afew years ago when

- my father, George R. Beam
(Il), becameilland asked
that | take the sword home.
He told me the sword was
handed down through his
father, George R. Beam (1)

- from his father, Harry. Yes,
George (1) and George (Il)
were also Mason s; George
(1) in Lodge No. 205 with
his father, and George (Il) a
member of Lodge No.12in
Battle Creek, Mich.

Seeking
Boehm'’s
veterans

The beginning of Memorial
Day, originally called Decoration
Day, is connected to America’s
Civil War. Women'’s groups in the
south are credited with decorat
ing graves before the end of the
con ict. Many towns across the
country claim the honor of being
the birthplace of Memorial Day
butitis dif cult to ascertain the
place of origin.

Following World War |,
Memorial Day was expanded to
include all veterans who died in
military service.

April 2011 marked the 150th
anniversary of the beginning of
the Civil War. December 2011
will note the 70th anniversary of
America entering WWII.

In remembrance of their ser
vice, a list of the known veterans
buried in Boehm’s Cemetery in
on Page 7. Every attempt has
been made to be as accurate
as possible. Please contact the
Chapel Society if the name of a
deceased loved one, buried at
Boehm's, who served in the mili
tary, does not appear on the list.

Thank you to the families
who responded. Any additional
information received about the
veterans will be kepton le at
the Society.

Representing all Bohm
descendants who have served
inthe military are two Virginia
Beahms: Benjamin Beahm who
served in the Civil War and Car
son Beahm Johnson who served
during WWII. Both Beahm men
lived near Sperryville, Va..

From the writings of Jim
Galloway, honorary lifetime
director of Boehm's Chapel
Saociety, we learn of Benjamin
Franklin Beahm, who atage 19
wasdraftedi ntothe Confeder -
ate Army. A year after being
drafted, he was wounded inthe
battle of Chancellorsville. Ben
was sent to the hospital where
the doctors wanted to amputate
his arm because they  could not
remove the musket ball. Per the
family story, Ben told the army
authorities to give him a pint of
whiskey to kill the pain and since
he was no longer of any use as an

infantryman, to send him home.
Since Ben, because of his stiff
arm, could not hold the reins
of a horse or do manual labor,
he opened atearoom onthe
turnpike, on the western slope
of the Blue Ridge. The tea room
eventually contained a branch
of the Post Of ce and the county
tollgate. Ben was born on Oct.
16, 1873 and died Nov. 10, 1914.
He married Josephine Butler in
1873 and fathered nine children.
As Jim explains, the Civil War
was a major event that affected
the lives of the Virginia Beahms,
many of whom served in the
Army of the Confederacy. They
had no knowledge of their Béhm
cousins serving in the Union
Army. Because more Civil War
battles were fought on Virginia
soil than any other state, the
southern Beahmse ndured the
hardship of being constantly ha -
rassed by foraging Union troops
and even their own Confederate
troops.

Sgt. Carson Beahm
Johnson 1925-2005

Carson B. Johnson, born Sept.
11, 1925, was the son of Eva Love
Beahm.

He volunteered forthepara -
troopers on March 24, 1944. He
wentto Ft. McClellen, Ala. for 17
weeks of basic training then to

Please see pagd

Carson Beahm Johnson marches
in a parade.
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Veterans buried in Boehm’s Cemetery

Following is a list of military veterans buried in the cemetery at Boehm’s United Methodist Church: It gives names, the men’s years of birth and death,
wars they fought in and branches of service:

Adams Sr., Marvin I 19222001 WWII U.S. Army Air Forces | Hall, Cecil O. 19212002 WWII U.S. Army

Adams, Okie H. 1889-1960 WWII Harry, William F. 1823-1898  Civil War Co. F.203rd PA Vol
Ament, James L. 1928-1988 KoreanWar  U.S.Army Hart, JohnR. 19272002 WWIIL U.S. Army
Armstrong, LeonardR.  1921-1989  WWII U.S.Navy Hassell, Maurice F. 19291970 Korean War  U.S.Army
Baldwin, Charles 1846-1900  Civil War CoK11th MD Vol Hean, Clarence R. 1924-1987 WWII US. Army

Bflrr, Rober.t L 1946-1968  1964-67 U.S. Marine Corps Herr Jr. JohnM. 19262001 WWII US. Army
Bfechler, William M. 1927-1969 WWII U.S. Coast Guard Hess, Mervin H. 1930-1996 Korean War

Bielmyer, Henry A. 19292006 KoreanWar  U.S.Navy Reserve . . .

Booth, DanielE, 19231987  WWII US. Army Hicks, Richard J. 1837-1899 Civil War Co. B 99th PA Vol
Bortzfield, Walter H. 19161972  WWII US. Army Hornberger, Lesterd. 19191996 WWII US. Army
Brandt, David L. 19192007  WWII US.Army Keller, David . 125194 Wil US. Army
Breneman, Ira. S. 18871969 WWI UsS.AeroRepSquad | Keller, Lloyd T. 19271999 WWII US.Navy
Brooks, AlbertR. 1907-1989 WWII U.S. Army Keller, Paul B. 1928-1986 KoreanWar U.S. Army

Brooks Jr, William. H. 1924-1973 WWII U.S. Army Kolb, Robert J. 1917-1988 WWII U.S. Army (POW)
Charles, Harry L. 1879-1909  1903-06,09 U.S. Army Kolessar, Ivan 1930-1968 Korean War  U.S. Army
Charles, John 1847-1921  Civil War Co.I 20th PA Cav Kreider,Ira W. 1897-1991 WWI U.S. Marine Corps
Charles, Joseph 1834-1913  Civil War Co.K79th PA Vol Kreider, Robert W. 1925-1978 WWII U.S.Navy

Charles, Joseph 1749-1828  Revolutionary War (Lafayette) Lefley, David C. 1967-1994 U.S. Army
Charles, Paul L. 18901971 WWI US. Army McGowan,MartinVB. 18361886 CivilWar  7thPA Cavalry
Elalf‘rrf ;211:143 iggﬁgg? m E: ‘fmm‘? Mentzer, HarryE. 1923-1987 WWII U.S. Marine Corps
Coxey, Richard L 19191998 WWII U.S.Army xiﬁ:: i;:l};o;ge ! ggig% :Z‘tqnim E: I\A/[r;l'l}llle Corps
Crouse, Frank L. 19212002 WWII U.S.Navy ’ ) -
DagenSr,ChesterL. 18951978  WWI US. Navy Miller; Penrose H. 19221988 - WWIL US. Army
Dagen, William L. 1889-1933  WWI U.S. Army Mylin IV, John C. 19382009 1958-61 U.S. Army

Daily S, Jack L. 19251990 WWII U.S.Navy Mylin, Warren H. 1920-2000 WWII U.S.Navy
Dombach, Martin B. 19241976 WWII U.S.Army Neff, David L. 1954-2003 Waronterrorism  U.S.Army
Dorwart, Donald H. 1920-1987 WWII U.S. Army Air Forces | Rhinier, Lloyd G. 1891-1962 WWI U.S. Army
Eshleman, Clair J. 1930-1999 U.S.Navy Schnerr, Howard J. 1918-1997 WWIIL U.S. Army
Fasnacht, William H. 1908-1979 WWII US. Army Sebastian, Charles S. 19292005 1946-1949 U.S.Navy
Gatchell, Jacob C. 1835-1907 Civil War 53rd PA Vol. Sherrard, Hugh W. 19192008 WWII U.S. Army

Geltz, John L. 1925-1984 WWII U.S.Marine Corps | Sherrard, Joseph H. 1877-1934 WWI U.S. Army

Goss, Owen D. 1925-2007 WWII US. Army Sherrard IV, Joseph H. 19162000 WWII U.S.Army
Graham David F. 1919-1972 WWII U.S. Army Air Forces | Shimer, Edward S. 19292004 KoreanWar U.S.Marine Corps
Graham Richard L. 1934-2004 1955-58 U.S.Marine Corps | Sigman, Daniel M. 1840-1921 Civil War Co. D 99th PA Vol.
Graver, Robert H. 1921-2005 WWII U.S. Army Smith, James W. 19151995 WWII U.S.Navy

Groff, Herbert J. 1917-1944 WWII U.S. Army Air Forces | Staats, Luther W. 1930-2010 Korean War U.S. Air Force
Groff, John W. 19152010 WWII U.S.Marine Corps | Tshudy, Elwood J. 1915-1982 WWII U.S. Army Air Forces
Hackman, Daniel H. 1923-1984¢ WWII US. Army Wike, William G. 1951-1980 Vietnam U.S. Coast Guard
Hackman Jr.,, Ira (Buzz)L. 1928-1995 KoreanWar U.S.Army Wilson, Robert B. 1921-2005 WWII U.S. Army
Hackman, Maris R. 1931-1999 KoreanWar U.S. Air Force Yeagley, Robert C. 1920-2005 WWII U.S. Army
Hackman,Raymond G.  1935-1997 1955-1957 U.S. Army

Continued from Page 6 on Thanksgiving Day 1944and  Battle of the Bulge. 82nd Airborne. He returned to

Ft. Benning, Ga., for jump
training and advanced combat
training. Going overseas, Car-
son joined the 17th Airborne

was assigned to Co. C of the
193rd Regiment as machine

gunner.

He served in three major cam-
paigns in Europe, including the

He was wounded and after
several months of hospital-
ization in Paris and England
he returned to Germany for
occupational duty with the

the States and was discharged,

April 1946.

Johnson and his wife Aline
had one son, Carson Beahm

Johnson Jr.m
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Heritage Sunday is June 26

Curator of Strawbridge Shrine Laura Apostol will speak at annual event

The 30th Boehm Heritage
Sunday will be held at4 p.m.,
Sunday, June 26. The program
will begin with a brief business
meeting immediately followed
by the worship service.

Laura Apostol, curator of
the Strawbridge Shrine in New
Windsor, Md. will bring a mes-
sage titled, “Here I am Lord!”

The Strawbridge Shrine is
considered the birthplace of
American Methodism and Rob-
ert Strawbridge is considered

the first of the American circuit
Laura Apostol, curator of the Strawbridge Shrine

riders. After he and wife Eliza-
beth settled in Carroll County
Md., and Robert continued the
evangelistic ministry he had
begun before leaving his native
Ireland.

Strawbridge traveled
throughout the Eastern Shore
of Maryland, Delaware, New
Jersey, Virginia, Georgetown,
D.C. and Pennsylvania. He was
welcomed to the home of Eve
and Martin Boehm in 1781, per
an entry recorded in “Remi-
niscences,” by Henry Boehm,
Martin’s son.

Strawbridge is recognized
as the founder of the first Soci-
ety of Methodists in America.
However, it is his wife Eve
who is noted as leading the first
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American to the Methodist
faith. The Strawbridge Shrine
celebrated the 250th anniver-
sary of the arrival of Robert
and Elizabeth to America, in
June 2010. Recently the shrine
was involved with the Carroll
County History Project, which
received the 2011 Maryland
Preservation Award for
Educational Excellence by the
Maryland Historical Trust.

Laura has served as curator
of the Strawbridge Shrine since
June 2008S.

She has taken over 200
hours of classes in theology and
preaching along with classes
relating to domestic violence.

Courtesy of Rev. Louis Piel

She attends Mount Zion Church
in Finksburg, Md.

To commemorate the heri-
tage of Robert Strawbridge,
music with an Irish lilt will be
provided for the program by
Alice Lauver, pianist and Kelly
Lefever, flautist.

Boehm descendants are
asked to register with James
Galloway, honorary lifetime
director, prior to the business
meeting. Jim will be positioned
outside, weather permitting,
near the entrance to the chapel.
Alight meal will be provided in
the church fellowship hall fol-
lowing the service. The event is
free and open to the public.®

Help is needed
Jor Chapel’s
summer hours

Docents are needed for
weekends in June, July and
August when Boehm’s Cha-
pelis open for summer tours.

Hours required are
Saturdays from noon-2 p.m.
or Sundays from noon-1 p.m..
If you can volunteer for any
time slot, it will be greatly ap-
preciated.

Greeting the public and
sharing the history of the
chapel and information
about Martin Boehm is also a
great way to share your faith.
A scriptis available. For
new docents who are not as
comfortable providing oral
tour information, the DVD,
“More than just a Chapel on
a Hill” is also available for
visitors to view.

Please call Dolores Myers
at 872-4133 if you are inter-
ested in helping.

This is not just the story of
Boehm’s Chapel but also “the
old, old story of Jesus and his
love.”m
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